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subjects the rulers in Washington, 
D.C., to the effects of the health care 
law like the rest of the American peo-
ple, and provides the American people 
with the same deal that President 
Obama gave big businesses and his 
friends. Members of Congress should 
not get a special deal when the Amer-
ican people do not. 

Senator REID’s refusal to talk, nego-
tiate, compromise, and work with the 
House resulted in the shutdown of the 
Federal Government. The refusal to ne-
gotiate in order to protect congres-
sional perks is indefensible. 

The American people expect and de-
serve better. The Senate must now 
come to the table. 

f 

CHECKING THE FACTS 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I’ll tell you 
how indefensible it is. The provision 
that said that Congresspeople and their 
staffs were kept out of the Federal in-
surance plans and put into the ex-
changes was drafted by CHARLES 
GRASSLEY, a Republican from Ohio, 
who said, on September 26, that he 
never intended that to take away the 
employer subsidies that congressional 
staffers have gotten for years and years 
and years, like every other employee in 
America. The Republican who drafted 
this himself said: That’s not correct. 
It’s not right. 

The Republicans have lied about 
health care, saying ObamaCare was the 
government takeover of health care. 
PolitiFact said it was the biggest lie of 
the year. They said there were death 
panels—biggest lie of the year. This 
will give them a triumvirate, the three 
biggest lies of the year. They’re lying 
about their own employees, their own 
health plan. 

The fact is they were the only people 
in the country to be put out of the plan 
they were in and had their subsidies 
taken away. It’s cruel and wrong. They 
deserve health care, too. 

f 

DEPENDENT ON THE 
GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, my friends across the aisle 
like to say ‘‘therefore, the working 
class,’’ but their actions speak more 
loudly than their words. 

The working man just got a $100 a 
month pay cut with the expiration of 
the payroll tax cut. The President’s 
war on coal will deny our cheapest fuel 
and will increase American families’ 
monthly utility bills by another $50 a 
month. The administration’s energy 
policy is designed to drive up costs at 
the pump—over $1 a gallon in the last 
4 years—costing the average working 
family $150 per month. And now comes 
ObamaCare. 

Forbes Magazine estimates that med-
ical insurance will average 90 percent 
more for men and 60 percent more for 
women, costing families hundreds of 
additional dollars per month. Sooner or 
later, these $100s per month add up. 

The administration has a plan: break 
the middle class with taxes and higher 
costs so we’ll all be dependent on the 
government. But hey, at least then 
we’ll get subsidized government health 
insurance. 

f 

IT’S A SAD DAY FOR AMERICA 

(Mr. RAHALL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, nobody 
in this House has wanted the govern-
ment to shut down, as it has today. In-
deed, Speaker BOEHNER himself pre-
dicted no government shutdown several 
months ago and was holding by that— 
until he became hijacked by a certain 
element of his party. 

In May of 2007, President George 
Bush was President, the Democrats 
controlled the House and the Senate, 
and 140 Democrats in the House of Rep-
resentatives voted to defund the Iraq 
war. In September of the same year, 
Congress voted to increase the debt 
limit. 

Now imagine if NANCY PELOSI and the 
Democrats had threatened to breach 
the debt limit unless the Republicans 
agreed to defund the Iraq war. At that 
time, approval of the Iraq war was 
polled at 33 percent in favor and 64 per-
cent against. 

So today is a sad day, in view of the 
fact that our government has shut 
down. It’s a sad day for workers across 
this country—especially government 
workers. Those on the extreme right 
are happy about it. We read their 
quotes every day in the press. MICHELE 
BACHMANN said: 

We’re very excited. It’s exactly what we 
want. We got it. 

Another Member on the majority 
side from Texas said: 

Let’s roll. Let’s go for it. 

It’s a sad day. 
f 

STAND UP FOR AMERICA 

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DOGGETT. They come every 17 
years. They make a strange and un-
pleasant noise, and then they shut 
down. 

Like those periodic cicadas that 
trouble different parts of the country, 
an irresponsible segment of the Repub-
lican House caucus has reverted to the 
old GOP shenanigans of a government 
shutdown that they’ve left in some 
burrow for the last 17 years. That Re-
publican ‘‘Shutdown Caucus’’ has 
taken over the leadership of the Repub-
lican Party. They’ve hijacked it. 

But we cannot permit them to hijack 
America. This is more than a backyard 

nuisance. It is an attempt to interfere 
with the lawful rights of millions of 
Americans to gain access to the health 
insurance that they have been denied 
in the past. 

We must stand for their right to pro-
tect their family and secure their fu-
ture. We must reject those who appear 
every 17 years to shut down our govern-
ment. And we must stand up for Amer-
ica. 

f 

SAD DAY FOR THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, this 
shutdown was totally brought about by 
the Republican leadership. If you lis-
tened to our Democratic leader, NANCY 
PELOSI, when she spoke earlier, she 
made it quite clear that there wasn’t 
any real disagreement with regard to 
the budget or the continuing resolution 
to keep the government going. 

The fact of the matter is that last 
night, the Republican leadership could 
have simply passed the clean Senate 
bill to keep the government running, 
at least for a short period of time, if 
further negotiations were necessary. 
But that’s not what they wanted to do. 
They wanted to shut it down in the 
name of repealing or defunding the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

We’ve already been through that. We 
had an election. The Affordable Care 
Act was passed 3 years ago. Those 30 or 
40 million Americans who have no 
health insurance can actually sign up 
today. We should not be going through 
that exercise again for the 41st or 42nd 
or 43rd time. 

Do not believe the Republican leader-
ship. They wanted to shut this place 
down. They have shut it down. And I 
don’t see any effort to try to reopen it. 
It’s a sad day for the American people. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). Pursuant to clause 12(a) 
of rule I, the Chair declares the House 
in recess subject to the call of the 
Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 43 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1643 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HULTGREN) at 4 o’clock 
and 43 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
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